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Introduction

They breed beef cattle and sheep 
and operate a busy holiday cottage 
business. Past Scotland winners 
of the RSPB’s Nature of Farming 
Award, they enjoy community 
engagement and demonstrating 
how nature-friendly farming and 
food production can go hand-in-
hand.



What does “Bringing Biodiversity 
Back” mean to you? 

Farming in a way which helps wildlife 
with the support of expert advice to 
speed up the process where I can. With 
the help of organisations including 
RSPB Scotland, Butterfly Conservation, 
Plantlife and SAC Consulting and some 
Scottish Governmental grants we 
have increased the area under positive 
environmental management on our 
farm. We want to see more wildlife, 
more plant species on our farm. 

What actions have you taken 
on farm to address the current 
biodiversity crisis? 

We have targeted our management 
to help some of the red-list species 
identified on the farm. For tree 
sparrows, we follow the “three-legged 
stool” maxim, which relates to habitat, 
food availability and predator control. 
We have put up 100 nest boxes to 
provide more nest sites, created more 
seed and insect-rich habitats to provide 
food for adults and young and carried 
out predator control to reduce the 
predation pressure during the breeding 
season. In addition, we provide 
supplementary food during the winter 
to help the adults survive. Other actions 
we have taken on the farm include the 
creation and management of species-
rich grassland. We have added grass 
margins around fields to protect our 

watercourses from any run off in our 
very wet climate. We have also created 
a new lake, and planted 6 new blocks of 
woodland and 8km of new hedgerows.

How has collaborating 
with others helped 
you in working 
towards 
achieving 
biodiversity 
goals?

We have had 
enormous support 
from a variety 
of organisations 
including, RSPB, 
Woodland Trust, 
Game and Wildlife 
Conservation Trust, Butterfly 
Conservation, Plantlife, Fisheries Trust, 
Bat Conservation Trust and Saving 
Scotland’s Red Squirrels. Their expert 
knowledge has helped me identify 
where to create new habitats and how 
best to manage existing ones.

What does ‘Nature Means 
Business’ look like on your farm? 
What part has nature played?

Nature tourism is crucial to the 
business’s sustainability and we have a 
mission to be bursting with biodiversity. 
It is a farm which makes room for 

nature at the same time as producing 
quality food and hosting visitors in our 
four luxury cottages. We really love 
having visitors coming to stay and 
showing them that farming and nature 

coexist here. 

We have taken measures 
to reduce the number 

of cattle and sheep on 
the farm which has 
made the farm more 
profitable. Some 
may think that is 
counterintuitive 
but by reducing 

numbers we have 
been able to make 

the most of our 
available grass and 

reduce inputs, which helps 
increase the profit margin. 

This has also helped reduced our 
environmental footprint. 

How does Bringing Biodiversity 
Back contribute to supporting 
Scotland to achieve Net Zero by 
2045? 

Changes to the way we farm our land 
including reducing the cow numbers, 
keeping cows outdoors overwinter 
for longer periods, and planting new 
woodlands, hedgerows and species-
rich grassland have all had an impact in 
reducing our carbon footprint. A 

carbon audit helped us understand our 
existing footprint identifying where we 
could make further reductions. 

Are there regionally specific 
species or activities that 
have shaped your thinking in 
addressing biodiversity loss?

In addition to the tree sparrows 
mentioned earlier, we are also lucky 
enough to have red squirrels, lapwing, 
curlew, and otters. Advice provided 
by experts has helped deliver positive 
management for these species. Waders 
(like lapwing and curlew) numbers 
have drastically declined over recent 
decades. In the last 20 years, curlew 
numbers have declined by 60% and 
lapwings by 50%, so it’s crucial we take 
action to address this and ensure we 
don’t lose them forever.

What advice would you give to 
farmers and crofters looking to 
Bring Biodiversity Back to their 
farms? 

Join the Nature Friendly Farming 
Network. It is great to talk to like-
minded farmers exchanging 
ideas about what has worked 
well and what has not. There 
is always the opportunity to 
learn from other farmers and 
conservation experts. I would 
also recommend looking 

on-line. There are a number of 
organisations who have some very 
good information and webinars and are 
well placed to help inform and guide 
your thinking.

What more does government 
need to do to help farmers Bring 
back biodiversity?

It is important that Scottish 
Government develop and publish a 
new system of rural development 
policies that reward farmers, crofters 
and other land managers helping bring 
biodiversity back, meet net zero targets 
and produce high quality food. 

“A lot of the 
biodiversity monitoring 
relies on the support of 
local volunteers. Many 
of the environmental 

organisations like RSPB 
provide training. Why 

not get trained and 
survey a local farm?”


