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Introduction

Michael and his wife Shirley own 
Williamwood, a 300 acre grassland 
farm, on which they have developed 4 
luxury holiday cottages.



How do you see the role 
of the farmer in the UK?

I see the role of the farmer in the UK 
as a responsible producer of food 
and a positive land manager of the 
countryside.

What role do farmers play in 
tackling climate change?

Farmers have a key role in tackling 
climate change. They can manage 
their inputs in ways which reduce 
greenhouse gas emissions and increase 
carbon sequestration through positive 
stewardship of the countryside.

What nature friendly farming 
practices have you introduced 
on your farm?

Nature friendly farming is integral 
to the way we farm at Williamwood. 
A new loch, new ponds, wetland 
management, new hedges and new 
woods are our “big thing”- in effect, 
new blue and green carbon sinks which 
also have massive biodiversity benefits.

Will Brexit affect you now?

Brexit is an unknown quantity which 
we will need to manage our business 
around, whatever the challenges and 
opportunities it may bring.

What do you think of 
farming policy and what 
needs the change?

Farming policy needs to change to 
support those farmers and crofters who 
go the extra mile for the environment 
and those who show willing to 
transition to farm with nature. 

What support to you need from 
Government to tackle climate 
change?

The Scottish Government is 
already quite supportive. 
It paid for our first 
carbon audit, which 
has given us our 
baseline and 
advice on how 
to improve 
it. It has also 
announced an 
Agricultural 
Transition 
programme, 
aimed at helping 
farmers and 
crofters tackle 
climate change. We 
shall be looking into 
how it might help us at 
Williamwood and others within 
NFFN to reduce our carbon footprints 
and increase biodiversity. 

What do you need from citizens?

The more people ask the question 
about the carbon footprint and 
environmental credentials of their 
food, the better for the planet and 
for those farmers and crofters 
working hard on theirs. 

How do your farming practices 
make you more resilient to 
climate change? 

Almost all of the measures we 
take on Williamwood to 

help biodiversity also 
make our business 

more resilient to 
climate change 
because they 
increase 
our carbon 
sequestration 
and thereby 
lower our 
carbon 

footprint. 
Getting more 

from our grass with 
less artificial fertiliser 

and fewer bought-in 
feedstuffs also reduces our 

costs and helps our bottom line. 

How will we get 
farming to change?

By linking financial support to 
nature and climate friendly outcomes 
and discouraging damaging practice 
and supporting farmers to transition 
to farm with nature; by example; 
and by leadership.

What is the value of the NFFN?

The NFFN is an organisation led 
by farmers who walk the talk and 
support others on their climate and 
nature friendly farming journey. As a 
network of farmers, we have many 
strong case studies which demonstrate 
the environmental and economic 
benefits of farming with nature. The 
NFFN speak up for positive change 
and fairness to farmers and our 
message will help the Scottish and 
UK Governments move towards their 
ambitions of reversing biodiversity 
declines and achieving net zero carbon. 

“Brexit is an unknown 
quantity which we 

will need to manage 
our business around, 

whatever the challenges 
and opportunities it 

may bring.”

Using native breeds of cattle, 
sheep and ponies, they graze 
the grasslands in ways which 
avoid the widespread use 
of herbicides and minimise 
disturbance to ground-
nesting birds. Nature tourism 
is crucial to the overall 
business sustainability. Since 
buying the farm in 2008, 
they have planted more than 
10,000 broadleaf trees, 5km 
of new native hedgerows 
and created several ponds, 
including one of over 1ha; 
each year, they aim to plant 
at least another 0.5km of 
new native hedgerows. 
Williamwood is now a 
productive farm bursting 
with wildlife.


