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Introduction
Hazel was born and bred in Shetland. She
runs the croft in Aithsetter, Cunningsburgh
with her husband, Kenneth, which won the
Prince’s Countryside Award in conjunction
with Marks & Spencers - Scotland 2019.
She was previously President of Shetland’s
National Farmer Union of Scotland and
Chairperson of Shetland Crofting &
Farming, Wildlife Advisory Group. The
couple diversified in 2012 by building two
holiday lodges on their croft and in June
2017 by building Britain’s most northerly
farm shop and café.

How important is nature friendly
farming and why?
I love being outside and enjoy the
fresh sea air, birds, flowers, nature
and wildlife, on my croft and in the
surrounding areas. It’s important to me
to make sure that they remain there for
future generations.

How do you see the role of the
farmer in the UK?
Farmers provide food for the country,
and manage and protect the landscape.
Crofters and farmers are the key
to nature protection. It does not
take much effort to protect nature,
if the farmer is willing to make the
commitment.

What role do farmers play in
tackling climate change?
While farmers and crofter cannot be
blamed for climate change, we are
important in tackling it. Given the
correct guidance, with correct science
behind it, we can put in measures to
reduce the effects of climate change.
Farmers and crofters need information
on climate mitigation that is easy to
understand.
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The nature I found on my croft when
I was small is still here. I put this
down to us still growing the crops
that my parents and grandparents
grew - meadow hay, silage, turnips
and Shetland Kale. By harvesting the
crops at the right time of year, we
encourage re-growth of flowers and
grasses and the breeding of wildlife. On

What do you think of farming
policy and what needs to
change?
A ‘one size fits all’ model is not suitable
– especially for Island life. Government
should be reporting on issues that are
honest and evidence-based, and not
just putting out policy that suits their
current thinking! Nature needs a voice,
and we need to act. We need policies
written or influenced by real farmers
and the people ‘on the ground’.

What do you need from
consumers – how can they help?
People can fail to recognise the
wonderful produce we already have.
Supermarkets also play a role, as they
constantly push prices down, and
import goods from other countries
when our own delicious goods are on
our doorstep. Overall, we need citizens
to be respectful and aware of land
managers when they buy food and
enjoy the countryside.

How will we get farming to
change?
Nature friendly farmers who are
farming and crofting in the right
way should be rewarded and
supported - it’s only the few
that do it badly that ruin it for
the others – penalise them,
not us.

What is the value of the NFFN?
I’m on the Scottish Steering Group
of the NFFN and it’s a great platform
to discuss issues with counterparts
from all over Britain. We have people
from all kinds of farming from all
areas of Scotland and come to a
consensus that benefits all of us. Nature
friendly farming is a way of life and a
commitment to valuing the land that
we live in. By coming together as a
group and a network we can be heard
with one voice. We can encourage the
government and other farmers to think
about the contribution that they can
make and ask to be fairly rewarded for
the conservation work we do.

