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Martin is the U.K. chair of the Nature 
Friendly Farming Network. He is a 
third-generation farmer and contractor 
in South Cambridgeshire, growing 
mainly arable crops on his family 
farm and rented land. He has a 
special interest in farm conservation 
management, currently running an ELS 
and HLS agreement and Countryside 
Stewardship schemes on land he 
rents. He also supports the delivery of 
Stewardship Schemes for a number of 
other farmers.
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What can the government do 
to support farmers during this 
time? 

The government can help British 
farmers by supporting all food 
production that lives up to the 
highest standards and delivers food 
to consumers with the shortest 
supply chain possible. It is not a food 
production problem we are having 
and that’s leading to food waste but 
a labour and supply system problem 
unable to have food available on the 
shelves for public.

What needs to change in 
farming policy? 

Farming policy needs to change 
to value both the landscapes and 
the food that farmers deliver. This 
will allow farmers to get a fair 
price for the food they produce 
and support the management and 
delivery of a healthy landscape 
through environmental and climate 
measures.

How can consumers support 
farmers during this time?

Consumers can support farmers 
by buying produce that has come 
straight off of the farm or from a 
source that they trust. It is always 
best if consumers can buy from 
local stores, online ethical suppliers 
or, when they are in a supermarket, 
making sure that they know that the 

food is produced with the highest 
animal welfare and environment 
standards.

What would you like to say 
to people about the role of 
UK farms to provide food 
across the UK?

A farmer’s key role is to produce 
food from a healthy landscape, 
and we would love the public 
to recognise the high standards 
of food that we can produce in 
the beautiful British countryside. 
We would like consumers to 
value the products, the natural 
resources, the time and the 
energy that is put into delivering 
high quality food.

Why is biodiversity essential 
to long-term food security?

Healthy soil and a healthy 
environment are essential to 
long term food production. 
If we do not deliver a healthy 
environment, then the next 
generation will not have reliable 
food production. Unless we join 
up environmental improvements, 
climate mitigation, biodiversity 
delivery alongside production 
of food in the landscape we 
cannot guarantee the long-term 
availability of food. 

How does nature friendly 

farming enhance the UK’s 
long-term food security?

A national shift to nature friendly 
farming is one of the only ways 
we can guarantee long-term food 
production. All the research and 
statistics show that the health of 
the landscape is declining. We are 
currently depleting our natural 
environment, our water quality, 
our soil quality and our biodiversity. 
Farming all around the world is 
damaging its natural environment 
and it doesn’t need to. Unless we 
tackle all of those together and 
set out to improve our soil health, 
water quality, biodiversity and 
high-quality food then we cannot 
continue to produce food in the 
landscape for future generations.

How does being a nature 
friendly farmer make you 
more resilient to climate 
change? 

For our own businesses we have 
identified and worked towards 
delivering a more biodiverse 
landscape for pollinators, 
predatory insects and birds. Having 
flourishing biodiversity on the farm 
helps us grow healthy crops and 
naturally manage pests.

We are also focusing on our soil 
health. Having healthy soils means 
that when weather disasters occur, 
my soil is in better condition to 

manage those events and still 
be able to produce food without 
degrading the landscape.

Does being a nature friendly 
farmer make you more 
resilient? 

Being a nature friendly farmer 
makes you more resilient 
because you are utilising the 
productivity potential of the 
whole landscape. Rather than 
focusing on one good or service, 
we are focussed on the best 
output from the whole landscape 
and get the best return for all 
goods and services we can 
deliver.

How does the public benefit 
from what you’re doing on 
the farm?

The public can experience 
diverse biodiversity and nature 
when they visit the farm. They 
can also see, for themselves, that 
we are farming in a more holistic 
way, which is healthier for our 
food and for our landscape.

What should we expect 
to see in the future if the 
UK doesn’t move towards 
nature friendly farming?

If we don’t move towards nature 
friendly farming, we will continue 

to see a decline in wildlife, a 
decline in our soil health, a more 
rapid heating of the climate 
because most climate mitigation 
methods lie in nature-based 
solutions. We will also struggle 
to feed the nation and the global 
population it we do not adapt 
our ways and work with nature to 
produce food and manage our 
landscapes. 

What’s the value of the 
NFFN?

The NFFN provides us with 
opportunity to bring the 
industry together across the 
UK, making sure all aspects of 
farming – organic, commercial, 
smallholding, crofting - have a 
voice. There are many of us in 
the UK trying our best to farm 
in a way that works for the 
countryside, but also gives us a 
decent income and works as a 
business. The way we produce 
food in the UK and the rest of 
the world needs to radically 
change. The public need to 
recognise how they can use their 
purchasing power to support 
food that has come from the best 
landscapes producing multiple 
outputs rather than just focusing 
on the cheapest price and not 
having an understanding of the 
landscape that comes from.



“Being a nature friendly farmer makes 
you more resilient because you are 

utilising the productivity potential of the 
whole landscape”

MARTIN LINES, ENGLAND


