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We have set up the Nature Friendly Farming 
Network because we believe that safeguarding 

the future of our countryside, and the wildlife 
that resides in it, is imperative. Farmers need 
the right support to help make this happen.

Brexit provides a once in a generation 
opportunity for the government to create new 

policy for the UK. In that process, it is important 
for farmers to stand up and have a voice, 

engaging policy makers and the public, to gain 
support for the countryside with a better balance 

of food production and wildlife. 

Martin Lines, Papley Grove Farm

Context

The European Union’s Common Agricultural Policy (CAP) 
has been the major influence on the UK countryside since 
1973. Changes in agricultural practices, driven by CAP 
subsidies, have resulted a loss of nature in our countryside. 

The prospect of new food and farming policies for the UK 
provides the opportunity to do things differently. 

We now have a much better understanding of how farming 
and nature can co-exist, and indeed benefit each other. 
However, the CAP provides little incentive to farm more 
sustainably. 

The new Nature Friendly Farmers Network is keen to 
ensure that the new policies deliver sustainable production 
and a countryside where nature can thrive.  

Why We Need Nature Friendly Farming
Facts and Figures

• Around 75% of UK land area is used for agriculture 
(Wales 78%; Scotland 73%; Northern Ireland 75%; 
England 75%).

• Soil degradation in England and Wales costs £1.2 
billion per year . If we do nothing to reverse the loss of 
top soil in 60 years there will be no top soil left.

• Good land management can reduce flood risk. Soil 
can reduce flood risk by storing 9200 tonnes of water 
per acre. 

• Poor agricultural practices are responsible for the 
greatest number of our rivers and lakes failing to meet 
good standards. Agricultural management is both the 
single biggest cause of pollution incidents in England .

• Agriculture accounts for a tenth of all UK greenhouse 
gas emissions and more than 80% of ammonia 
emissions, damaging public health and wildlife.

• There are huge opportunities to improve the 
sustainability of farming. Pioneering farmers are 
showing the way but we need policies which support 
them and embed best practice across our countryside.  

• Soil degradation in England and Wales costs £1.2 
billion per year . If we do nothing to reverse the loss of 
top soil, in 60 years there will be no top soil left.

State of Nature
• Numbers of farmland birds have declined by 54% 

since 1970. 

• The farmland bird indicator remains at less than half 
its 1970 starting value, while over the short term, 
between 2010 and 2015, the smoothed index has 
decreased by 9%. 

• Agricultural management during the period has had 
a greater impact on farmland birds than other factors 
such as climate change. We know from various 
experimental farms around the UK that these declines 
are reversible with good management .

• Since 1990 the Farmland Butterfly Index has fallen by 
36%.

• 14% of all farmland flowering plants are on the national 
Red List: 62 species in all .

• 64% of farmland moths and 70% of carabid beetles 
studied are declining.

• Declines in pollinators in recent decades have been 
dramatic and of wide concern, and are already known 
to be affecting the health of ecosystem services. 

• Between 2009 and 2014, 49% of British bees declined 
in distribution while only 29% increased, figures that 
are likely to underestimate the changes in population 
numbers. The repercussions of continued declines in 
key groups of pollinators for agriculture and the health 
of our environment would be profound.

• In Wales, the ranges of farmland birds have also 
contracted; those of grey partridges, yellow wagtails, 
tree sparrows and turtle doves have more than halved, 
with turtle doves no longer breeding regularly in Wales. 

• In Northern Ireland, as elsewhere in Europe, the loss 
of farmed habitats has pushed seed-eating birds such 
as yellowhammers and wetland-loving wading birds 
such as lapwings into steep decline. Grey partridges 
and corncrake are now extinct in NI, and others, like 
the chough, teeter on the brink. 

• In Scotland waders found on farmland such as 
lapwings, curlews, and oystercatchers have all seen 
big declines in their numbers. Other birds such as 
black grouse, grey partridge and redshank have 
experienced reductions in the size of their ranges. 
Corncrakes, however, have seen increases in their 
populations thanks to close work with farmers to help 
these species and with government support. 

• There are also many species whose populations are 
stable, as well as those that have increased in recent 
years. The woodpigeon has increased by 130% since 
1970 thanks to modern agricultural practices, as have 
nitrogen-loving plants such as black grass. 

• The national average for woodland cover in the UK is 
only 13% (10% in England) compared to an EU average 
of 37%. Yet despite the evidence that planting trees 
can help tackle some of the great policy challenges 
of our time (water management, soil degradation, 
fragmented habitats etc.) current planting rates have 
fallen over recent years. 
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Food, farming and nature are all interlinked. The production 
of the food we eat depends on a healthy and productive 
natural environment and at the same time, the way food 
is produced affects wildlife and nature. It is possible to 
have a productive and wildlife rich farmed landscape, as 
demonstrated by many wildlife-friendly farmers. 

Much of the specialist wildlife we find on farmland has 
adapted to thousands of years of cultivation and husbandry 
– farmland is vital to these species.

Different approaches will be appropriate to different areas 
and different farming systems. We believe that nature-
friendly farming is not only better for nature, but is also the 
most productive and sustainable way of getting food from 
our land. 

Brexit presents a once in a generation opportunity to 
create a new farming policy that will help farmers evolve 
and thrive in the 21st century, at the same time as restoring 
our precious natural heritage.  

We should use this opportunity to create a long-term, 
stable policy framework that will drive a mainstream shift 
towards a sustainable, productive, nature-friendly future 
for British farming.  

All farmers 
can access support 

for farming in ways that 
benefit nature and are 

rewarded for the public 
benefits that they deliver 
in terms of improving the 
health of our wildlife and 
landscapes and natural 

resources

A new international 
trade regime doesn’t 

expose us to the sort of 
cut price competition 
that will drive farmers 
towards more harmful 
ways of farming both 

land and livestock

We can 
play our part 
in preventing 

dangerous flooding 
and tackling 

climate 
change

Our 
soil can 
recover

We can 
play a major 

role in helping 
the UK’s wildlife 
to recover and 

thrive

Our 
water and 
air is clean

Our land will 
be productive 

for future 
generations

We can 
produce safe 

healthy food and 
get a fair price 

for it

We think that food and 
farming policies should 
help all British farmers 
to farm in a way that 
ensures that:

Our Beliefs
Many farmers are already playing an incredible role in 
helping wildlife flourish on their farms – we believe that 
they should be better supported and rewarded for their 
good work, and their voices should be heard in this debate.  

New agricultural policy must:

We believe that post-Brexit agriculture policy should help 
all British farmers to farm in a way that ensures that:

• We can produce safe healthy food and get a fair price 
for it;

• Our land will be productive for future generations; 
• Our water and air is clean;
• Our soil can recover;
• We can play a major role in helping Britain’s wildlife to 

recover and thrive;
• We can play our part in preventing dangerous flooding 

and tackling climate change;
• All farmers can access support for farming in ways that 

benefit nature and are rewarded for the public benefits 
that they deliver in terms of improving the health of our 
wildlife and landscapes and natural resources;

• A new international trade regime doesn’t expose us to 
the sort of cut price competition that will drive farmers 
towards more harmful ways of farming both land and 
livestock.

Farmer Stories
Impact of Nature Friendly Farming



6     -      The Future of Farming in the UK The Future of Farming in the UK      -     7

Martin is the chair of the 
Nature Friendly Farming 
Network.  He is a third-
generation farmer and 
contractor in South 
Cambridgeshire, growing 
mainly arable crops on his 
family farm and rented land. 

He has a special interest 
in farm conservation 
management, currently 
running an ELS and HLS 

agreement and has applied for Countryside Stewardship 
schemes on land he rents. He also supports the delivery 
of Stewardship Schemes for a number of other farmers. 

Martin farms 165ha of winter cereals in partnership with 
his father at Eltisley near St Neots in Cambridgeshire. The 
farm is in ELS and HLS with stewardship options that meet 
the Farmland Bird Package. 

Why do you support nature-friendly farming?
I have seen the benefits of nature friendly farming on my 
own farm. The farm has seen a lot of changes over the 
years. Hedgerows were removed to enlarge fields. But 
now we have reversed this – putting hedgerows back, 
increasing habitat and changing management of the farm 
for environmental aspects. 

This has added value and increased our bottom line, by 
taking out our less productive land and making room for 
wildlife. Creating habitats for pollinators clearly increases 
some yields, for example winter beans and oilseed rape.  

What nature-friendly farming approaches have you 
implemented on your farm?
Over and above our land in these agreements, we ensure 
at least 2ha each year are in the Campaign for the Farmed 
Environment’s Voluntary Measures. This includes things 
like grass margins, wildflower enhanced margins, wild 
bird seed mix and unharvested conservation headlands 
followed by spring fallow. This is done partly for the ease of 
farming the land, so that cropping fits in with the spacing of 
tramlines, but the main driver for is the fantastic increases 
in farmland birds.

A particular success this year has been the barn owls at 
Papley Grove Farm. Only seen occasionally on the farm 
before, numbers have literally soared. 

We also manage some of the margins on the farm to 
encourage native wildflowers, including primrose and 
cowslip and the bluebells which spill out from under 
ancient hedgerows. We voluntarily use tailings, sweepings 
and corn screenings as supplementary feed for birds on 
the farm. 

We’ve increased bird habitats by setting aside land for 
skylarks and turtledoves to nest. We’ve also put up 70-
odd nesting boxes including several barn owl and tawny 
owl boxes. I’ve also encouraged my neighbours to do the 
same, so we can spread the wildlife that we have here. 

We leave unharvested crops for the birds and spread 
tailings from our grain store around the farm, so there is 
always a seed source for them to eat.

Hedges are an important habitat. We currently cut them 
every two or three years, usually after Christmas so there 
is fruit in the hedgerows late into the year. By leaving wider 
margins on our fields we also create habitats for a wide 
range of pollinators.

What impact has this had?
Two surveys conducted recently on the farm showed there 
to be 43 species of bird present, including yellow hammer, 
yellow wagtail, corn bunting and grey partridge to name 
but a few. Martin has recorded a list of the species he 
himself has seen on the farm over the past year, bringing 
the grand total to 68 species.

We have a number of Red List species on the farm. So 
we’ve tailored our management to support an increase 
in various birds, some endangered, including barn owls, 
corn buntings, tree sparrows, tawny owls, reed buntings, 
skylarks and many others.

Some bird species have come back and the populations 
of others have increased. Skylark populations have 
increased and we’ve had turtle doves on the farm in the 
last couple of years. 

In many fields where we have left wider margins, we can 
see a huge increase in pollinators, including bumblebees 
and hoverflies.

It has also had a positive impact on yields. For example, 
yields of winter beans have increased where we have 
left the margins wild. This is because it creates a habitat 
for birds which control aphids and other pests. It also 
increases the number of pollinators. This leads to at least 
half a tonne per hectare increase in yield – that’s an extra 
10%. 

Farmer Story

Martin Lines
Papley Grove Farm, St Neots, Cambridgeshire

What role do you see farmers playing in protecting 
nature?
Farmers manage most of the UK’s countryside, so our 
actions have a huge effect on what the countryside looks 
like. Farming also fundamentally affects nature and wildlife. 
Agricultural policy has previously had a detrimental effect, 
as farmers have been encouraged to remove hedgerows, 
crop to the edge of every field and cut soon after harvest. 
Yes, some of that is for good management reasons, but if 
we change the way we look at farming, these management 
processes can also change. 

Why does nature-friendly farming need government 
support?
As farming is an industry which receives public money, I 
think it’s very important that the public should see some 
benefit from it. A lot of the money which comes to farming 
is attached to food, but a lot of our core costs are from 
managing the landscape – stone walls, hedgerows, 
ditches. Improving habitats has a cost. If this type of 
farming is not profitable, where does the money come 
from to manage these areas?

On our farm, we take out a proportion of our land for 
environmental stewardship. Without the current payments, 
I could not afford to take such a large area out. As a 
business, it would be difficult to justify. 

Why is Brexit an important opportunity for nature-
friendly farming?
Brexit is a huge opportunity and challenge for UK farming, 
as the government writes a new Agriculture Bill. For a long 
time, we’ve been tied into European laws. 

But it’s important that this new policy is not detrimental 
to the countryside. And if the policy doesn’t work for 
farmers, it’s not going to work for the countryside. So it’s 
really important for farmers to stand up and have a voice, 
engaging policy-makers and the public, for a countryside 
with a better balance of food production and wildlife.

What’s the biggest threat to British farmers post 
Brexit?
Trade deals with other countries are a big threat. We 
don’t want agriculture sold down the river. It will also be 
challenging to create an effective domestic agriculture bill. 
This should not only be based on what NGOs or the public 
think about policy, but what works for farmers. 

The other challenge is unpredictability. As an industry, we 
like to look three, five years ahead, sometimes a generation 
ahead. To not know what policy will be, or what crops we 
should grow next year, is a real challenge for farmers with 
longer-term plans for their business. 

What’s the value of bringing farmers together in the 
NFFN?
It’s an opportunity to bring the industry together across 
the UK, making sure all aspects of farming – organic, 
commercial, smallholding crofting - have a voice. There 
are many of us in the UK trying our best to farm in a way 
that works for the countryside, but also gives us a decent 
income and works as a business. 
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Neil was born and brought 
up at Hill Top Farm, Malham 
in North Yorkshire, where he 
now farms with his partner 
Leigh. 

In 2003, as part of a 
conservation grazing 
scheme, Neil re-introduced 
20 Belted Galloway cattle 
to join the Swaledale sheep 
flock. This proved to be a 
defining time in terms of 

farm ethos and mind-set, as he sought more sustainable 
and environmentally friendly production methods.

Why do you support nature-friendly farming?
We support nature-friendly farming because it is better for 
nature and for wildlife. Agriculture has impacted on natural 
wildlife populations over the last 30-40 years, and not in 
a good way. I would like to do something to reverse this. 

Farming used to be a part of nature – or even a product 
of nature. We were working with nature to produce food. 
In recent years this has changed. We are now working 
against nature to produce more, or grow things at unnatural 
times of year. This has put the farming industry in a worse 
position.

We have chosen to focus on the natural and sustainable 
farming route on our farm. For us, it is not only a more 
profitable way of farming, but also more sustainable, 
from an environmental and economic point of view. We 
are more likely to be still farming in 10, 20, 100 years’ 
time if we don’t try to work against nature. Unsustainable 
practices have a finite lifespan. 

What nature-friendly farming approaches have you 
implemented on your farm?
We have reduced our overall stocking density. Fourteen 
years ago we had 800 sheep. We have reduced this and 
also brought in cattle. We now have a breeding herd of 
30 cattle and 190 sheep. The farm averages 120 cattle 
and 300 sheep on farm at any time, over an area of 1,100 
acres. 

Our upland farm is 80% above the moorland line, so 
we raise breeds particularly suited to this environment, 
including hardy Galloway Cattle and Swaledale sheep. 

We now manage the land for wildlife and biodiversity. For 
example, we mow our meadows much later in the year. 
They are now cut in mid-July at the earliest, which means 
they have a minimum 10-week period in the summer 
without grazing. This creates a habitat for ground nesting 
birds and allows plants to flower and release their seeds. 

What impact has this had?
By reducing the stocking rate, switching to cattle grazing 
and changing the times of grazing, we have changed the 
environment dramatically. Botanically, it is very different. A 
lot of plants have returned, including rock rose, birds eye 
primrose, scabious, wild thyme, spearmint, bluebells. We 
never used to see these species.

We never used to have barn owls, now the RSBP ring 
chicks every year. I used to see a hare about once a year, 
now see a hare one in three days. There are also more 
skylarks, redshanks and curlews.

Reduced stocking pressure has also allowed the grass to 
grow longer, which may help prevent flooding downstream. 
We have also put in several mechanisms for natural flood 
management.

Reduced stocking density has had a positive impact on 
our profits. Overall output has decreased, income from 
agriculture has decreased, but we have become more 
profitable. This is because the costs of production are so 
much less. Fewer sheep means we don’t need to buy in 
concentrates or feeds. We don’t need extra people to help 
on the farm. We turned this farm from a loss-making to a 
profit-making enterprise. And this is before you take any 
support mechanisms into account.

What role do you see farmers playing in protecting 
nature?
Firstly, I think we have a responsibility to do this. We have 
neglected our role in protecting nature in the pursuit of 
production. Secondly, we need to maintain natural systems 
if we are going to be here in the long term.   

Some may say nature-friendly farming results in lower 
food production. But we’re already producing enough food 
to feed the world’s predicted maximum population. 

The real problem is that we’re already wasting half the 
food we produce, and we probably eat 40% too much in 
the Western world. To produce more food on this farm 
does not make economic sense. It is actually bad for my 
business and for the farm in the longer term.

Farmer Story

Neil Heseltine
Hill Top Farm, Malham, North Yorkshire

Why does nature-friendly farming need government 
support?
We need to change direction. Farming, farmers and the 
environment are not in good position. Government support 
for nature-friendly farming would change the goal. The 
current goal is food production, which is important, but 
this should be done with the environment and nature at 
forefront of our minds.

Why is Brexit an important opportunity for nature-
friendly farming?
Brexit is an opportunity for the farming industry to take a 
different direction. It may also lead to big changes in the 
industry, giving young people an opportunity to get into 
farming. These farmers might have a broader outlook 
towards nature.

What’s the biggest threat to British farmers post 
Brexit?
A reduction in payments is the biggest threat. This may see 
farmers go out of business. Some politicians are making 
the right noises, but I’m not sure they are as committed to 
the environment as the EU. And without the French and 
German governments standing up for farmers, the UK 
government may not take as much notice of the sector.

What’s the value of bringing farmers together in the 
NFFN?
Together, we can show government that there are farmers 
that support nature-friendly farming which can have a 
positive impact on agriculture, wildlife, nature conservation 
and landscape.

There is currently a misconception that you have to 
be either or – you are either a commercial farmer or a 
nature-friendly farmer. My belief is that to be a successful 
commercial farmer you need to go down a nature-friendly 
route. It’s not just a binary choice, the two are inextricably 
linked. 

There is currently a misconception that you have to 
be either or – you are either a commercial farmer 

or a nature friendly farmer. My belief is that to be a 
successful commercial farmer, you need to go down 
a nature-friendly route. It’s not just a binary choice, 

the two are inextricably linked.

Neil Heseltine, Hill Top Farm
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The Horned Beef Company 
Ltd was incorporated in 
2015. Husband and wife 
team David and Bekka 
Corrie-Close are not from 
a farming background. 
Their passion for improving 
nature in the great British 
countryside, led them into a 
career in agriculture.

The Company’s farm holding 
extends to over 1000 acres. 

Landlords include The National Trust, RSPB and Cumbria 
Wildlife Trust, as well as other private individuals.

The Horned Beef Company is pioneering a new approach 
to the management of marginal land in Cumbria making 
farming and nature work together. The aim is to produce 
beef on grasslands which are unsuitable for crops. They 
also manage the land in order to provide homes for 
wildlife, allow water to flow naturally and cycles carbon that 
benefits the climate. The farm uses innovative methods, 
such as using GPS collars to track cattle. 

The Horned Beef Company also provides a grazing 
service to these conservation organisations, which 
require sensitive management of sites that are managed 
for biodiversity, water quality, flood alleviation and other 
ecosystem services. Some sites are designated SSSI 
(Site of Special Scientific Interest) and SAC (Special Area 
of Conservation).

BBC Countryfile filmed the farm in September 2017. Adam 
Henson was keen to tell the story of how David and Bekka 
currently operate their business without a traditional 
farmstead.  

The business is run from its base in Lindale, near Grange-
over-Sands in South Cumbria. 

Why do you support nature-friendly farming?
Farming with nature feels right to me. It looks right, it smells 
right, it sounds right. It’s no coincidence that produce from 
farms that work in harmony with nature tastes great too. I 
grew up in a town. The countryside was sacred to me as a 
boy. I’ve grown up to be an intrinsic part of it; to protect it. 
I’m now a farmer. I’m very worried about the future of our 
countryside. 

However, I’m encouraged by what other farmers locally 
have to say about farming and nature. They’ve been 
through many more social and political changes in their 
long farming careers. But they fondly recount stories of 
years past when wildlife was abundant on their farms.

I’m part of the NFFN in the hope that it can help to start 
a dialogue between farmers, the public, and the policy 
makers about how we forge a truly sustainable way 
forward for UK agriculture.

What nature-friendly farming approaches have you 
implemented on your farm?
The farm is quite unusual. It is a collection of sites, as small 
as a few acres and as large as 500, spread over a 30-
mile wide area. I’m a new entrant, trying to get started in 
farming. I don’t own any land but have very quickly acquired 
a holding that extends to over 1,000 acres. In the uplands 
and unimproved areas of the lowlands, landlords including 
the National Trust and private individuals want low intensity 
cattle grazing on their land. It is widely accepted that this 
extensive approach to farming these areas promotes the 
best outcomes for nature AND produces food. 

Extensive grazing systems achieve relatively low outputs 
of livestock/meat. However, they can be operated with 
ultra low inputs. It’s still early days, but we are pioneering 
an approach that fine tunes the inputs/outputs of a 
traditional farming business whilst allowing the benefits of 
the extensive management to show themselves. Working 
with the National Trust, RSPB, Woodland Trust, Cumbria 
Farmer Network and others, we hope that we can better 
understand the complicated subject of ecosystem services 
and natural capital, working towards a system that rewards 
farmers for their role as land managers.

What impact has this had?
Land that we manage extensively with cattle often has 
a recent history of more intensive grazing by sheep and 
cattle. The immediate results are what could be described 
as untidy! But wildlife is flourishing. By that I mean long 
grass, seed heads, weeds (flowers). Only long-term 
monitoring will provide evidence of the benefits of a more 
extensive approach. 

What role do you see farmers playing in protecting 
nature?
Farmers know their land best. Given the right support, we 
will do a brilliant job of farming with nature. But we have 
to believe in it too. It’s not enough to set a prescriptive 
method for land management and reward us per acre. 
All farmers should be farming with nature and be able to 
access the support payments that help them to do so.

Why does nature-friendly farming need government 
support?
We are all producing food. The market pays us for this. 
We are all producing public goods. We need help to do so.

Farmer Story

David Corrie-Close
The Horned Beef Company, Cumbria

Why is Brexit an important opportunity for nature-
friendly farming?
Brexit provide a once in a lifetime opportunity to make a 
policy that protects and enhances our natural resources. 
This will achieve food security for the long term. 

What’s the biggest threat to British farmers post 
Brexit?
A policy that encourages some farmers to pursue a more 
intensive and unsustainable business model that will fail in 
the long run.

What’s the value of bringing farmers together in the 
NFFN?
The more of us that join the network, the more powerful 
the message that we want to see positive changes will be. 
It’s important that the public and government see farmers 
united in our efforts.

Award Winning 
Finalist in 2017 National Trust’s Farming with Nature 
Award, finalist in 2017 British Farming Awards “New 
entrants” category, winner in Prince’s Countryside Land 
Rover Bursary 2017. 

Brexit provides a once in a lifetime opportunity to 
make a policy that protects and enhances our natural 

resources. This will achieve food security for the 
long term. I’m part of the NFFN to help help to start a 
dialogue between farmers, the public, and the policy 
makers about how we forge a truly sustainable way 

forward for UK agriculture.

David Corrie-Close, The Horned Beef Company
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Richard Morris is a Farm 
Manager at Sheepdrove 
Organic Farm who was until 
recently Farm Manager at 
the National Trust Wimpole 
Estate, Cambridge. Richard 
is a committed organic 
practitioner with a passion 
for wildlife and nature 
friendly farming. At the age 
of fifteen Richard decided 
farming was going to be his 

career choice, having worked on local farms and with a 
love for nature there really was no other option. 

Part time study with the Open University and an honours 
degree in environmental science challenged this thinking. 
Joining the National Trust at Wimpole in 2007 gave Richard 
the opportunity to rekindle his interest in the nature and 
biodiversity around him. 

Over 30 years of farming, Richard has built up practical 
expertise in arable, dairy and mixed farming, livestock, as 
well as a knowledge of food, environment and sustainability 
issues. And he shares his knowledge of livestock with the 
many visitors to the farm.

With an eye to the future Richard has managed the 600 ha 
farm’s conversion to organic systems. He’s also brought 
Wimpole under the High Level Stewardship scheme 
which sees the farm meeting the highest environmental 
standards.

The MyFarm project saw Richard on TV and radio, with 
various interviews also carried across UK press and 
internationally, sharing his enthusiasm and knowledge.

Why do you support nature friendly farming?
I feel it is our duty. We are custodians of the country side 
who reap crops and make a living from the earth. We need 
to ensure that by doing this we are not costing the earth.

What nature friendly farming approaches have you 
implemented on your farm?
We have converted the 600ha farm to organic systems. 
I’ve also brought Wimpole under the High Level 
Stewardship scheme which sees the farm meeting the 
highest environmental standards.

We have worked with The Barn Owl Conservation Trust, 
monitoring nest boxes on the farm and ringing barn 
owls. We carry out farmland bird surveys throughout the 
year, looking at both winter birds and breeding birds. 
We regularly monitor and record reptiles, amphibians, 
invertebrates, birds and wildflowers throughout the year.

In terms of habitats, we work with species specialists 
for guidance on how to improve habitats on our farm 
for wildlife including butterflies, bees and harvest mice. 
Volunteer work parties also help manage our habitats, 
laying hedges and coppicing. We have installed bat boxes 
across the farm. We regularly monitor bats and participate 
in the annual International Bat Night for the general public. 

What impact has this had – facts and figures if 
possible?
Since the whole farm went through organic conversion, 
it has become economically sustainable and the 
improvements in wildlife, habitat and soil health have been 
dramatic and measurable.

Bird surveys have found many species on our farm, some 
of them designated with red status by the RSPB, including 
linnets, corn buntings, starlings and song thrushes. We 
also have barn owls, tawny owls and kestrels regularly 
nesting on the farm.

What role do you see farmers playing in protecting 
nature?
There is no doubt that farmers are part of the problem, 
despite the rhetoric from some farming bodies, nature’s 
decline is well-documented. However, farmers are 
absolutely part of the solution. With consideration and 
cooperation, farmers can deliver a sufficient quantity of 
nutritious food and care for nature that surrounds them, 
while still running an economically sustainable busines

Why does nature friendly farming need government 
support? 
Part of the solution is habitat creation. This requires moving 
some land from production so there is a foregone income. 
There are also costs in creating and managing all of these 
varied habitats and changing ways of working. It is right 
that farmers and land managers should be compensated 
for the public benefits they provide.

Why is Brexit an important opportunity for nature 
friendly farming?
The existing system is no longer fit for purpose for many 
reasons. Brexit is an opportunity for the government to 
take a fresh look at the whole farm subsidy philosophy. 
We need to shake it up and create a structure for the 
industry to deliver on nature, food and the fabric of rural 
life. With the correct support, many more farmers will be 
able to deliver on nature. I genuinely believe most farmers 
want to do this, and would do more if some of the financial 
pressures were eased. They also need to feel confident 
that this is what the public want.

Farmer Story

Richard Morris
Sheepdrove Organic Farm

What’s the biggest threat to British farmers post 
Brexit?
The biggest threat to farmers is no subsidy support and 
no increase in farm gate prices. This will cause severe 
difficulties for many businesses. The impact on nature 
will be degraded habitats as farmers maximise production 
area and agronomic technology, in order to improve farm 
incomes and guaranteed crops. The loser will always be 
wildlife and biodiversity.

What’s the value of bringing farmers together in the 
NFFN?

The benefits of NFFN will be many, from giving farmers 
a voice to sharing best practice and support. Joining the 
NFFN will help farmers to understand they are not alone 
and allow them to share what they do and demonstrate 
their passion for the countryside.  

The existing system is no longer fit for purpose 
for many reasons. Brexit is an opportunity for the 
government to take a fresh look at the whole farm 

subsidy philosophy. 

We need to shake it up and create a structure for 
the industry to deliver on nature, food and the fabric 

of rural life. With the correct support, many more 
farmers will be able to deliver on nature.

Richard Morris, Sheepdrove Organic Farm
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Jon Andrews runs his family 
300-acre mixed livestock 
and arable farm, Langdon 
Barton Farm in Down 
Thomas, South Devon, 
farming organic grassland 
and conventional arable. He 
has been involved in CSS 
and HLS for 18 years and 
is passionate about nature 
friendly farming.

Why do you support nature friendly farming?

We have to halt the decline in species. Some statistics 
coming out now are very worrying. When you hear that 
farm land birds have declined 30% since 1970, it makes 
you want to do something positive about it.  On our farm, 
we are also motivated by positive results of conservation 
projects. This makes us want to continue. 

What nature friendly farming approaches have you 
implemented on your farm?

Here in south Devon we have a beautiful bird called the 
cirl bunting which is not found in other parts of the UK. 
We were initially targeted for a stewardship programme to 
conserve these birds. 

Our livestock has been organic for six years. We also have 
some conventional arable land, with reduced herbicide 
use. On this land we overwinter stubble until the middle of 
March, providing feed for the arable birds, including the cirl 
bunting. We use 8-10 tonnes of fertiliser per year, but none 
of that goes on the organic land. 

A lot of work goes into maintaining habitats. We keep six 
metre margins around most of our arable fields. When 
these fields go back into grass, the margins are maintained. 
We also have a wealth of hedges on the farm, several of 
them of high environmental value. We cut the sides once 
in five years and the tops once every three years – if a 
hedge is trimmed too short, birds won’t nest there because 
they are vulnerable to predators. 

It’s about de-intensification and diversification. We also 
have a large livery yard, which we supply with sustainable 
bedding and feed from our own fields. 

What impact has this had?

Small things can have a big impact. We found that by 
leaving margins for natural regeneration, we started to 
notice a huge proliferation of moths and butterflies, after 
only 24 months. In these areas, plants are able to go to 
seed and fulfill their natural cycle, providing a lot of food 
for wildlife. This means that we have had several breeding 
pairs of cirl bunting, and their numbers have been 
maintained.

What role do you see farmers playing in protecting 
nature?

Farmers can play an essential role. I don’t believe there 
are many farmers who, if told they had the last few beetles 
of a particular species, wouldn’t want to protect them. But 
we need to engage the farmers who aren’t doing anything, 
encouraging them to get involved in something positive.  

Why does nature friendly farming need government 
support?

We still need to provide food for the country but there is 
a better way to do it. Agricultural support benefits whole 
rural communities. For example, support for farmers also 
supports the machinery dealer down the road and all other 
parts of the rural economy. 

And farmers play a vital role in addressing the loss of 
wildlife species. Supporting this effectively may mean a 
redirection of the current system.

Why is Brexit an important opportunity for nature 
friendly farming?

If we want to maintain the countryside, one of best tools 
in our tool bag is nature friendly farming. We need to see 
conservation in terms of public good. After we leave the 
European Union, farming will be will be competing for 
funding with health and education, so we have to provide 
clear benefits to the public.

What’s the biggest threat to British farmers post 
Brexit?

The largest threat is an unsupported countryside. We’ve 
not had that since the end of World War Two. If the £3 
billion of annual subsidy was removed, you would see 
farmers disappear.

Farmer Story

Jon Andrews
Langdon Barton Farm, Plymouth, Devon

The Common Agricultural Policy has been hugely 
important for UK farming. Ecology, conservation and 
Higher-Level Stewardship have come through the EU. 
Now we have to do it in our own way. And the UK has not 
had an Agricultural Bill since the UK joined the EU, no MPs 
have debated such a bill since then. So it’s going to be 
new for everyone.

What’s the value of bringing farmers together in the 
NFFN?

It is extremely important to bringing farmers together, have 
that conversation, and ultimately make sure we get the 
right support for nature friendly farming.

We have to get it right. I don’t want my kids to say, ‘Dad, 
did you know there used to be cirl buntings here, but now 
they’re gone?’ That would be a tragic failure.

The biggest threat to British farmers post Brexit is 
an unsupported countryside. We’ve not had that 

since the end of World War Two. If the £3 billion of 
annual subsidy was removed, you would see farmers 

disappear.  If we want to maintain the countryside 
we need nature friendly farming. We need to see 

conservation in terms of public good.

Jon Andrews, Langdon Barton Farm
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Hazel was born and bred in 
Shetland. She runs the croft 
in Aithsetter, Cunningsburgh 
with her husband, 
Kenneth. Aithsetter was 
in an Environmentally 
Sensitive Area (ESA) for 
10 years and is now in an 
Agri Environment Climate 
Scheme (AECS). Hazel is 
passionate about making 
sure that the wildlife, flora 
and fauna that she grew up 

enjoying, remains there for future generations. She was 
previously President of Shetland’s National Farmer Union 
of Scotland (NFUS) and Chairperson of Shetland Crofting 
& Farming, Wildlife Advisory Group (SC FWAG). She also 
spent eight years as operations coordinator for Shetland 
Livestock Marketing Group (SLMG). 

The couple are also on the committee of the Cunningsburgh 
& Districts Agricultural Society, which runs the annual 
show. Part of the holding’s heather moorland was a runner 
up in the 2015 Heather Trust’s Golden Plover Award for 
Moorland Management (Shetland Peatland Restoration 
Project) - which is an ongoing management. The couple 
diversified in 2012 by building two holiday lodges on their 
croft and in June 2017 by building Britain’s most northerly 
farm shop and café.

Why do you support nature friendly farming?  

I love being outside and enjoy the fresh sea air, birds, 
flowers, nature and wildlife, on my croft and in the 
surrounding areas.  It’s important to me to make sure that 
they remain there for future generations.   

What impact have nature friendly farming approaches 
had on your farm? 

We have been in an Environmentally Sensitive Area and 
Agri-Environment Climate Scheme since 2000. We have 
an area of our moorland where we have been responsible 
for peatland restoration.  On our moorland we have 
planted sphagnum moss and moorland grasses.  We have 
dammed up areas to re-wet them using recycled salmon 
pipe and netting. Part of the holding’s heather moorland 
was runner up in the 2015 Heather Trust’s Golden Plover 
Award for Moorland Management (Shetland Peatland 
Restoration Project).  

We are part of a large area of meadow which has a Site of 
Special Scientific Interest (SSSI) on it.

The nature I found on my croft when I was small is still 
here.  I put this down to us still growing the crops that 
my parents and grandparents grew - meadow hay, silage, 
turnips and Shetland Kale.  By harvesting the crops at the 
right time of year, we encourage re-growth of flowers and 
grasses and the breeding of wildlife.

On our moorland, we have many species including golden 
plovers, grouse and hare which are all thriving.  We do 
RSPB bird surveys and spider counts. On our SSSI, 
Scottish Natural Heritage monitor its condition and it is 
found to be in good condition, despite the weather changes 
of late.  

What role do you see farmers playing in protecting 
nature?  

Crofters and farmers are the key to nature protection.  It 
does not take much effort to protect nature, if the farmer is 
willing to make the commitment.

Living on a small island in the middle of the North Sea 
and Atlantic Ocean we have to make the most of what 
we have.  Tourism is huge in Shetland and people visit to 
see the nature and wildlife, our way of life, our heritage, 
and to marvel at how innovative we are for such a small 
community.

Why does nature friendly farming need government 
support?  

Nature needs a voice. The numbers of some birds and 
wildlife are diminishing year on year.  While there are 
various reasons for this that cannot be halted, some can, 
and we need to act. We need policies written or influenced 
by real farmers and the people ‘on the ground’.

Why is Brexit an important opportunity for nature 
friendly farming?  

Although we don’t really know yet what Brexit has in store 
for us, it is probably a ‘once in a lifetime’ opportunity to 
encourage the government to support nature friendly 
farming. 

It is so difficult to get policy changed once it is in place and 
we need to get it sorted out now.

What’s the biggest threat to British farmers post 
Brexit?  

The same as it is now - people failing to see and recognise 
the wonderful produce we already have. Supermarkets 
constantly pushing prices down, and importing goods from 
other countries when our own delicious goods are on our 
doorstep.

Farmer Story

Hazel Mackenzie
Aithsetter Croft, Cunningsburgh, Shetlands

What’s the value of bringing farmers together in the 
NFFN?  

When I was chairperson of Shetland Crofting Farming 
and Wildlife Advisory Group (SC FWAG), I found there 
are many like-minded individuals with a passion for 
conservation and exchanging best practice. 

Being part of the Farmers 4 Nature project brought 
£400,000 to the economy of Shetland and I hope that 
Shetland can take part in a similar project in the near 
future. 

Nature friendly farming is a way of life and a commitment 
to valuing the land that we live in. By coming together as a 
group and a network we can be heard with one voice. We 
can encourage the government and other farmers to think 
about the contribution that they can make and ask to be 
fairly rewarded for the conservation work we do.

 Nature needs a voice. The numbers of birds and 
wildlife are diminishing year on year.   We need 

policies written or influenced by real farmers and the 
people ‘on the ground.

 
 We can encourage the government and other 
farmers to think about the contribution that they 
can make and ask to be fairly rewarded for the 

conservation work we do.

Hazel Mackenzie, Aithsetter Croft
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Martin farms with his family 
on the western edge of the 
Pevensey Levels in East 
Sussex.  Montague Farm 
has about 730 acres, an all-
grass farm of which about 
500 acres is in the Pevensey 
Levels Site of Special 
Scientific Interest (SSSI).   

Two thirds of the land falls 
across grazing marshes, 
managed to restore 

wetlands for nesting Lapwing and Redshank, and a 
complex of damp and herb rich organic pasture. The farm 
has a flock of 850 Romney ewes and a mixed breed herd 
of Sussex and Angus beef cattle.

Why do you support nature-friendly farming?

We support nature-friendly farming to protect wildlife, 
soil, water and livestock. We believe that the emphasis 
can form the basis of a sustainable and profitable farm 
business.

What impact has nature-friendly farming approaches 
had on your farm?

Our livestock business is dependent on permanent pastures 
managed in various ways. Some areas are designed so 
they can be flooded through the winter, creating wetland 
habitats for winter wildfowl, waders and ground-nesting 
birds such as the lapwing and redshank. Between twenty 
to thirty pairs of lapwing nest here, making the farm the 
most important area for this bird in the whole of Sussex. 

Other areas are preserved as hay meadows. These areas 
are rich in many plant species, most notably green-winged 
orchids, adder’s tongue fern and more than 20 species of 
grass. The grassland areas also include scrub, reed bed 
and fen, home to many species. Records show more that 
than 200 bird species, 120 types of fly and 19 different 
dragonflies are found here. 

The drier land is more conventionally managed, within 
organic standards, as the engine room for selling around 
1,300 fat lambs and 60 fat cattle a year, fed only on grass. 
We have planted nearly a mile of new hedges. And across 
nearly 100 of our small fields we have a goal of a pond in 
every field, which we are more than half way to achieving.

How does this affect the business of the farm? 

Montague contributes to the Reading University farm 
business survey and is a consistent premium performer 
in the lowland organic beef and sheep category. Our 
flock and herd gross margins are in the top quartile in this 
survey and when benchmarked with the Agriculture and 
Horticulture Development Board (AHDB). However, our 
overall profitability is heavily dependent on Stewardship 
money and the Single Farm payment. Stewardship is 
seen here as a keystone enterprise, fundamental to our 
economic survival, as well as creating the beauty of the 
farm.

What role do you see farmers playing in protecting 
nature?

Montague Farm accounts for about 5% of the area of 
marshland known as the Pevensey Levels, and we are 
one of nearly 100 farmers on this protected site. Our efforts 
are irrelevant if other farmers do not also take up nature 
conservation, so we have strongly urged them to join the 
cluster and support the environmental goods associated 
with the wetlands. 

All these farmers manage livestock and water, so each 
is important to the landscape, and much of the wildlife 
will only respond to a large-scale team-effort. The farmer 
is the most important cog in the mechanism of wildlife 
conservation.

Why does nature-friendly farming need government 
support?

Delivering healthy food, high animal welfare, working 
wildlife habitats, clean water and enriched soil in a 
landscape enjoyable for local communities takes 
investment, commitment and sacrifice. It has to be a 
very long-term process. The cost of sustaining a richer 
landscape cannot be met by profit from food production 
alone, so public support is essential.

Why is Brexit an important opportunity for nature-
friendly farming?

Brexit will change the mechanisms of government support 
for farming, and may provide an opportunity for a process 
turning back the tide of environmental decay. If it is treated 
purely as a vehicle for the Treasury to recapture money 
then farming will suffer. The first victim will be the non-
remunerative parts of the industry, most notably related to 
wildlife conservation. 

Farmer Story

Martin Hole
Montague Farm, East Sussex

What’s the biggest threat to British farmers post 
Brexit? 

The biggest threat post Brexit is a situation where farmers 
lose subsidies, commodity prices collapse and farmers are 
forced either out of business or into a brutally rationalised 
system, as occurred in New Zealand.

What’s the value of bringing farmers together in the 
NFFN?

The Nature Friendly Farming Network contributes a 
grassroots mainstream voice to the debate, to support 
industry representation from the National Farming Union 
(NFU), the Country Land and Business Association (CLA) 
and other interest groups. 

We will make the case for government to use Brexit to 
clarify and simplify future support and reform for nature 
friendly farming methods. I hope it will also reassure fellow 
farmers who share a belief in the need for a balanced and 
healthy countryside in the long-term.

The farmer is the most important cog in the 
mechanism of wildlife conservation.  Delivering 

healthy food, high animal welfare, working wildlife 
habitats, clean water and enriched soil in a 

landscape enjoyable for local communities takes 
investment, commitment and sacrifice. It has to be 
a very long-term process. The cost of sustaining a 
richer landscape cannot be met by profit from food 

production alone, so public support is essential.

The Nature Friendly Farming Network contributes a 
grassroots mainstream voice to the debate. We will 

make the case for government to use Brexit to clarify 
and simplify future support and reform for nature 

friendly farming methods.

Martin Hole, Montague Farm
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County Down farmer 
and member of the Soil 
Association Farmer and 
Grower Board, John Carson 
farms 380 acres, 30 miles 
east of Belfast in Co Down, 
Northern Ireland.   His 
family has been farming 
at Ballyrenan Farm near 
Downpatrick for nearly 60 
years. In 2005, when his 
son Jonathan returned from 
college, father and son 

decided to take the farm organic. Suckler cows, beef cattle 
and cereals are the main enterprises on the farm, with 20 
acres of kale grown for winter feed. 

John is a board member of the Soil Association and Chair 
of Organic NI. 

Why do you support nature friendly farming?

The number one reason that I support nature friendly 
farming is that we were farming in a very nature friendly 
way ourselves and I began to want to take a leadership 
role. Many farmers are not good ambassadors for the 
excellent work they are doing.   I wanted to represent and 
inspire other farmers.

I would like to get as many farmers on board as possible, 
representing the whole of the UK, from Scotland, England, 
Wales and Northern Ireland. 

What nature friendly farming approaches have you 
implemented on your farm?

We made the transition to organic arable farming and 
diversified into organic sheep and suckler cows, which 
are all finished on the farm with home-grown organic 
feed. Our key focus has been on using clover-rich swards, 
developing new grazing systems and exploring the use of 
new technology to increase productivity and supporting 
nature and wildlife on the farm. We also have a strong 
focus on animal health and traceability.

We are also managing 16 acres of newly planted trees. 
In just three years of growth you wouldn’t believe the 
vegetation and wildlife that is coming back. We’ve even 
got the cuckoo back.

What impact has this had?

When we started to farm organically we saw a huge 
difference. One of the biggest things we found was that 
it takes a year or two for soils to adjust. The grass roots 
come up looking for fertiliser fix. They’re like an alcoholic, 
they keep looking for that fix.

After about two years the roots go down deep. This is good 
for us - we’re in a very dry area here where drought would 
be a problem. Dry weather is not affecting us the same 
way it did in the past.

We need to look at what we’re doing to the soil. When 
we used to farm conventionally, we wouldn’t see any gulls 
following the tractor, as there weren’t many worms. Now 
when we plough, the sky is thick with gulls. The worm 
count has greatly improved. The whole feel of the soil is 
very different when farming in an environment friendly 
way, when not sowing fertiliser and using chemicals. 

What role do you see farmers playing in protecting 
nature?

Farmers have always played a very important role in 
protecting nature. Look at the great work of our great 
grandfathers and generations before them. Look at the 
hedgerows that were put up hundreds of years ago. 

We all rely on farmers to maintain the four inches of soil 
keeping us alive. Every farmer is working with nature – 
whether that is sowing crops or delivering calves – we are 
always working with nature.  If it wasn’t for natural systems 
such as the rain, we just couldn’t farm.

The challenge now is for farmers to leave something 
behind for future generations. Global warming means we 
need to start farming differently and looking after nature in 
a different way.

Why does nature friendly farming need government 
support?

One of the reasons that farmers need support is because 
food is too cheap. Many years ago, it took about 35% of 
an income to provide food for a household. Now it’s about 
10%. In this context, you can see the support we receive 
is not a lot of money.

In mountain areas, farming provides a vital function by 
keeping habitats in good order. Some areas need to be 
grazed to be maintained, otherwise they would get out of 
control. 

Consumers like to have the choice of organic produce, but 
organic farming needs support. Where I might have had 
20 animals in a field before, I have 10-15 now, so yields 
are obviously reduced. Farming in this way means that 
you are not taking out of the ground in the same way. 

Farmer Story

John Carson
Ballyrenan Farm, Co Down, Northern Ireland

Why is Brexit an important opportunity for nature 
friendly farming?

It is currently quite uncertain. Change can be good and 
it can create opportunity. But we don’t know what this is 
going to be yet. A lot depends on the trade deal we get 
when we do leave. 

We’re promised a lot by the present government, but what 
if government changes? We need a 25-year plan, for both 
agriculture and the environment. A four or five-year plan is 
not good enough for farmers, especially if it can all change 
after an election. 

That said, there is an opportunity to have our voice heard 
through organisations like NFFN. Farmers need to work 
together, singing from the same hymn sheet if they are to 
get the message across.

What’s the biggest threat to British farmers post 
Brexit?

As a member of the European Union, there has been a 
lot of support for nature and organic farming. One of my 
concerns is that we won’t get that support from the UK 
government.

I am also concerned about future trade deals. Cheap 
imports, for example from Argentina, could flood our 
market with produce. I would be very worried about a trade 
deal between UK and South America, which could be 
devastating for farming. The government obviously wants 
food as cheap as they can get it, there are a lot of votes 
in that. But cheap food also leads to food waste – around 
30% at this present time. The thought of it nearly stops you 
sleeping in your bed at night. 

What’s the value of bringing farmers together in the 
NFFN?

There is a social sharing element about the NFFN which 
is important - farming can be a very lonely occupation. In 
Ireland, one in five farmers has suffered from depression 
or mental health issues. By coming together, we swap 
ideas and learn from one another. 

Farmers need to know how to farm in a nature-friendly way, 
but it is equally important that they know how to make their 
business more profitable. As farmers manage about 74% 
of the land in the UK, we need to keep farmers farming. 

We all rely on farmers to maintain the four inches of 
soil keeping us alive. Every farmer is working with 
nature – whether that is sowing crops or delivering 
calves.  The challenge now is for farmers to leave 
something behind for future generations. Global 

warming means we need to start farming differently 
and looking after nature in a different way.

John Carson, Ballyrenan Farm
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Brian and Sorcha Lewis 
are third generation 
tenant farmers living at 
Troedrhiwdrain Farm with 
their two small children.  
Troedrhiwdraen (meaning 
‘at the foot of the thorny 
bank’), is a 580ha family 
upland farm. 

The Elan Valley located 
in Mid Wales is a mosaic of moorland, woodland and 
reservoirs held back by grand Victorian dams. The Welsh 
Water Elan Valley Trust is a charitable Trust which holds a 
999 year lease over of much of the water catchment and 
are the landlords for the farming community that live there.

Over the last 10 years Brian and Sorcha have developed 
the productivity of the farm, whilst successfully retaining 
and incorporating many important habitats, including hay 
meadows, ffridd and rhos pasture.

Due to its location within the water catchment for the water 
supply to Birmingham, the farm has been managed as 
low impact for generations, with no inorganic fertilisation 
of the ground, just sheep or cattle manure. This careful 
management, along with the range of habitats, means 
the farm hosts a wealth of rare plants including various 
species of orchid, round leaved sundews, wood bitter 
vetch, mountain pansy and globe flowers.

A number of traditional breeds are used on the farm 
including Badger faced Welsh Mountain, Welsh Mountain 
and Herdwick sheep. Consideration has also been given 
to introduce cattle as a management tool for the rhos 
pasture to further benefit a number of species.

One valuable and increasingly rare habitat found on the 
farm are the traditional hay meadows, 97% of which have 
been lost across England and Wales since the 1930s. 
These help produce quality slow-grown lambs which feed 
on the herb-rich swards. 

Brian and Sorcha have increased the area of ffridd found 
around the farm. Ffridd is a habitat found on the land 
between the enclosed fields and the open hill, typically 
steeply sloping and dominated by scrub, these areas are 
difficult to manage but provide an important wildlife habitat. 

The Ffridd areas around Troedrhiwdrain are home to 
populations of declining bird species including ring ouzel, 
red grouse and cuckoo. They are also home to the Welsh 
clearwing moth which has been identified as a biodiversity 
priority by the Welsh Government, birch trees are being 
planted at Troedrhiwdrain to provide suitable habitat for 
this important population of these wasp like, day flying 
moths.

Troedrhiwdrain is a fine example of High Nature Value 
(HNV) farming and highlights the importance of grazing 
for creating and maintaining valuable wildlife habitats in 
Wales. Agri-environment schemes can be an important 
means of support for this type of environmentally friendly 
farming and Troedrhiwdrain is currently included in the Tir 
Gofal agri-environment scheme. 

Why do you support nature friendly farming?

Much of upland hill farming in this area has evolved 
within this beautiful yet remote (and sometimes harsh) 
environment. We have always worked within our 
constraints and for this we have seen many wonderful 
plant, insect and animal species. Many of these are rare 
and important to Wales and the UK. 

We support wildlife friendly farming because we feel a 
responsibility to generations to come. Knowing what we 
have and how important it is means we feel a responsibility 
to share the diversity that is here in the Welsh uplands. 

Nature friendly farming is important to the public. From 
protecting our pollinating insects to ensuring the public 
can enjoy and appreciate the landscape, these farming 
communities are making a positive difference and should 
be supported. 

The food produced on this environment grows slowly, and 
profits are not as great when you farm these smaller native 
breeds. Yet their impact and relationship with the land can 
be so much more and that benefit is not often considered. 
I feel farmers who consider the environment should be 
rewarded and celebrated. Farming has often received a 
rather bad press, yet many farmers are protecting and 
managing our landscape.

What nature friendly farming approaches have you 
implemented on your farm?

We manage the land through our farm schemes: TirGofal 
and now Glastir. We have created hedgerows and a pond, 
managed the meadow, put up bird boxes and owl boxes, 
and managed the rhos pasture. We have held some open 
days for events about meadows, water voles and small 
mammals. 

We have also undertaken work with the Welsh Government 
Nature Fund to promote the importance of farming and 
wildlife with our neighbour who was turning Molinia (purple 
moor grass) into biochar. We have grown some rare plants 
and hope to use these to get them back to areas where 
they have disappeared. We survey meadows each year to 
record the type and location of rare flowers. 

Farmer Story

Sorcha Lewis
Troedrhiwdrain Farm, Elan Valley, Wales

What impact has this had?

The impact has been positive. While we do not collect 
data on this, we can say that we have had some new and 
exciting species in the last few years, which were never 
previously recorded on the farm, some of them rare.  This 
includes the tormentil mining bee, the Welsh clearwing 
moth, and the small-white orchid. 

As the farm is so wildlife rich we have led events and 
educated public about the value of meadows. We run 
biodiversity days, and aim to demonstrate just how much 
wildlife diversity can be found on a working upland hill 
farm.

What role do you see farmers playing in protecting 
nature?

Farmers have a huge role to play in protecting nature. 
There is a vast area of UK land which could be managed 
for food and for wildlife. There is potential for farmers 
to connect our landscape together, something which is 
increasingly important as it becomes more fragmented. 

Why does nature friendly farming need government 
support?

Farmers are protecting water, by planting trees and 
corridors, creating species rich areas, protecting our 
upland bogs and being involved in rewetting projects.  

Agriculture is steeped in the local community and history, 
creating the landscapes which are attractive to tourists. 
People come from a long way to walk, go to farm events 
and enjoy the environment.

There is such a variety in farming systems in the UK. We 
need support for the work that we do to address climate 
change, protect wildlife, ensure clean water and promote 
tourism. Smaller scale producers need help in promoting 
their products.  

We also need help promoting unique British and Welsh 
products, demonstrating they are beneficial for the 
landscape, wildlife and people, as well as providing 
nourishing food.

Why is Brexit an important opportunity for nature 
friendly farming?

Because people are engaging with the issues, thinking 
about the future and what is possible.  Right now, people 
are asking questions and thinking about our whole 
environment. We need to say ‘this is important’ now, before 
we end up with policies which focus only on production 
and the economic benefits. Environmental benefits cannot 
always be valued economically.

What’s the biggest threat to British farmers post 
Brexit?

Brexit threatens upland farming by pushing us into a 
situation where young people are discouraged from getting 
into the business, and people abandon farms, because it 
is too difficult or the funding and support is not there. We 
need a vision everyone can work towards.

What’s the value of bringing farmers together in the 
NFFN?

By creating a network we can share knowledge, voice 
different opinions and share understanding of other 
farming systems.  We want to show that there are farmers 
that really care about their environment. Together we can 
support each other and motivate each other to succeed, 
building a robust, nurturing and sustainable farming 
system in the UK.
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Nant-yr-Efail is a 300-acre 
part-owned, part-rented 
beef and sheep farm on the 
North Wales coast. The farm 
has 35 suckler cows and 650 
breeding ewes. Gethin also 
grows spring barley, oats, 
forage peas and swedes. 

In 2011 the farm was 
selected as the Welsh 
winner for the Nature of 
Farming Awards.

Why do you support nature friendly farming?

I support nature friendly farming partly because it makes 
economic sense (and I don’t like spending money!). 
Margins on modest-sized family-run beef and sheep farms 
have historically been very low, so the key to viability is 
to be as self-sufficient as possible, producing as much of 
your own food, bedding and fuel as possible buying in as 
little of the inputs as is possible. This naturally leads to an 
ecologically diverse system.

But the main reason is probably the enjoyment and 
satisfaction I get from seeing the diversity of flora and 
fauna thriving on my own farm. 

I believe that we have a duty and obligation to preserve 
nature for future generations. 

What nature friendly farming approaches have you 
implemented on your farm?

Our approach is largely based around attempting to 
achieve a self-sufficient system.

We grow around 15 acres of unsprayed spring cereals with 
overwintered stubbles. The local area is predominantly 
intensive and semi-intensive grassland, so this provides 
valuable feed and habitat for seed-eating bird species in 
winter, including chaffinch, greenfinch, brambling, skylark, 
house and tree sparrow, redpoll, linnett and many others.

We rely heavily on legumes for forage production and to 
reduce our dependence on nitrogen-based fertiliser. We 
grow a lot of red and white clover that provide a good 
nectar source for insects. Clover is also good for the 
soil and provides the best possible high-protein feed for 
productive ruminants. 

We have also planted approximately two kilometres of 
hedgerow during the past eight years, along with three 
acres of woodland and orchard. These trees provide 
shelter, fruit and firewood.

What impact has this had?

Growing 15 acres of spring cereals for combining saves 
around £6,000 in bought-in feed and straw per year, with 
a net financial gain of around £2,500 when taking into 
account the seed, cultivation and harvesting costs and the 
loss of forage area. This is before talking about any agri-
environment income it attracts. 

In addition, it provides winter feed and habitat for bird 
species. Red-listed tree sparrows were spotted during the 
most recent survey, something I had never seen on the 
farm before, and I have been bird-spotting since I was a 
Young Ornithologists Club member 30 years ago. 

More emphasis on growing legumes saved approximatley 
£6,000 per year in bought-in fertiliser, and has probably 
improved soils on the farm. This also makes the overall 
business more resilient to the effect of volatile input costs.

Why does nature friendly farming need government 
support?

Nature friendly farming needs to be profitable and needs 
to be incentivised to encourage widespread uptake. From 
personal experience, I first joined an agri-environment 
scheme in 2008 – the benefits you see get you hooked 
and wanting to do more. 

Some things farmers do to benefit nature can’t be 
immediately recouped from the market, and can be 
financially prohibitive. We also need support to share 
knowledge, facilitate innovation and change mindsets. The 
last two generations may have become used to ‘Nature-
unfriendly’ farming and accept it as the norm. 

Why is Brexit an important opportunity for nature 
friendly farming?

Like it or not, Brexit is probably a once-in-a-lifetime 
opportunity for agricultural policy to be created by UK 
government, tailor-made for UK agriculture. In the future, 
there will be no CAP or one-size-fits-all EU policy to blame 
for the degradation of the environment and loss of nature. 
Also, compared with the rest of the EU, there is probably 
a greater proportion of society in the UK that sees the 
environmental and recreational value of its countryside 
as equally important, if not more important, than the 
countryside as a source of sustenance. Those wanting the 
countryside to be protected for its nature, clean air and 
water will have a far stronger voice politically.

Farmer Story

Gethin Owen
Nant-yr-Efail, Abergele, North Wales

What’s the biggest threat to British farmers post 
Brexit?

The biggest threat for farmers is having to manage 
change. This is possibly more of a challenge than a threat. 
In addition, certain sectors may potentially lose a large 
portion of their customer base due to imposition of tariffs, 
while certain sectors may lose the workforce required to 
get stuff done. 

Another threat may be a new ‘race to the bottom’ in terms 
of standards, to satisfy society’s demand for cheap food, 
which ultimately keeps inflation down and governments in 
power.

What’s the value of bringing farmers together in the 
NFFN?

Creating a structured network of farmers who can learn 
from each other and co-operate with non-farming members 
of society who enjoy the land farmers look after. Through 
NFFN we also hope to inspire and support other farmers, 
and provide a united voice for advocacy.

Like it or not, Brexit presents probably a once-in-
a-lifetime opportunity for agricultural policy to be 
created by UK government, tailor-made for UK 

agriculture.

Gethin Owen, Nant-yr-Efail
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Geraint Davies has been 
farming for 20 years at 
Fedwarian, a hill farm just 
outside Bala in North Wales 
with his wife Rachael. They 
farm 1,000 breeding ewes, 
200 replacements and 40 
suckler cows, predominantly 
Welsh Black. 

The farm covers grassland, 
woodland and blanket bog 
on the mountain. It has been 
organic since 2005. 

Why do you support nature friendly farming?

This environment and our farm means that nature friendly 
farming is critical to our future. Protecting and maintaining 
the natural environment and food production are not 
mutually exclusive; in once compliments the other. I want 
to encourage biodiversity on my farm and ensure a natural 
balance.  I strongly believe that farmers are guardians of 
the land we farm, and therefore we must farm appropriately.

What nature friendly farming approaches have you 
implemented on your farm?

We have combined both work through agri-environmental 
schemes and our farming practices to ensure that we 
farm in a nature friendly way. We have participated in 
several agri-environmental schemes, including Tir Gofal, 
and Glastir, both entry level and advanced. We also work 
closely with the Snowdonia National Park Authority through 
hedgerow creation, dry stone walling and hedge-laying.

We are organic with 80% of the land being a designated Site 
of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI) which fundamentally 
ensures that our farming practices are nature friendly. We 
strongly believe that livestock may be used as an effective 
land management tool and have recently started grazing 
cattle on our mountain to restore grassland habitats. 

We are also restoring bog habitats on the mountain by 
grip-blocking designated areas. This not only aides water 
retention and carbon storage but creates a unique habitat. 

What impact has nature friendly farming had on your 
farm?

We are particularly proud of the 15km of hedgerows and 
stream line corridors we have established, which have 
created fantastic wildlife corridors linking up sections of 
ancient woodland. The hedges include different species 
of native trees, providing food and shelter for both wildlife 
and livestock. 

Being organic has made us approach things in a slightly 
different way, we have focused on our soil. Having 
productive healthy soil is not only beneficial for business 
(after all we are a fully grass based system) but also for 
microorganisms ensuring biodiversity from the soil up on 
farm.

Farming in a nature friendly way has meant that we work 
closely with other stakeholders, I believe that partnerships 
in agriculture are critical. We are currently working with 
the RSPB on our mountain land to manage and maintain 
habitats for ground nesting birds.

What role do you see farmers playing in protecting 
nature?

Farmers are absolutely key to protecting nature. We are 
responsible for managing this landscape. All stakeholder 
groups talking about protecting nature need to have 
farmers onboard. These groups need to know there are 
farmers also working on this. 

Why does nature friendly farming need government 
support?

The current support system is based on income foregone, 
not delivering a public good. Therefore much of what 
farmers do for the environment is through choice and may 
be subject to change if it was not financially viable. 

Much of what we achieve in terms of agri-environmental 
infrastructure would not be cost effective without access 
to these schemes. At present farmers’ role in maintaining 
and protecting the natural environment is a given and 
varies from farm-to-farm, if the government supported 
nature friendly farming it would secure the future and 
sustainability of our natural environment.

In addition, it is worth noting that many support mechanisms 
are keeping the wider rural community alive. We do not 
receive any financial benefit from the environmental grants 
that we receive – these go towards contractors in the local 
community. 

Why is Brexit an important opportunity for nature 
friendly farming?

This is a fantastic opportunity to make something new that 
can work for both farmers and nature. Producing food and 
protecting the natural environment go hand-in-hand.

Farmer Story

Geraint Davies
Fedwarian Hill Farm, Bala, North Wales

What’s the biggest threat to British farmers post 
Brexit?

The biggest threats to British farmers post Brexit is 
uncertainty in terms of trade and the future support system 
for less intensive farming systems. If we have to intensify 
in order to stay on the land it may come at the cost of the 
environment. We must secure the future of Britain’s farms 
and in doing so our natural environment.

What’s the value of bringing farmers together in the 
NFFN?

For me, one thing that stands out is that we all need to 
be sitting round a table together.  This is a UK-wide issue 
and not just a local issue. It is critical that like-minded 
producers work together but even more important that we 
engage with those who do not necessarily agree. 

The NFFN is an opportunity to ensure that agricultural 
policy post-Brexit creates a balance between producing 
food and maintaining the natural environment. 

We must secure the future of Britain’s farms and in 
doing so our natural environment. Producing food 

and protecting the natural environment go hand-in-
hand.  If the government supported nature friendly 
farming it would secure the future and sustainability 

of our natural environment across the UK.

Geraint Davies, Fedwarian Hill Farm
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In partnership with his wife, 
Michael Clarke farms about 
300 acres of lowland grass 
on heavy land just off the 
M74 motorway at the top 
of the M6 near Gretna 
Green. They keep about 50 
Highland, Beef Shorthorn 
and Simmental cross cows, 
from which they produce 
18 month old calves for the 
store and breeding markets 
and about 200 pedigree 

Lleyn ewes, from which they produce breeding and fat 
lambs. 

The enterprises and their business model are significantly 
underpinned by the revenue from 4 on-farm self-catering 
cottages. They also have a small pedigree Highland pony 
stud.

A former professional land manager, Michael started his 
working life as a farm labourer in Wiltshire and scrambled 
onto the bottom rung as a part-time farmer about 30 years 
ago. With a life-long love of nature, he relished the chance 
to demonstrate how nature and food production can go 
hand-in-hand when he and his wife scraped together 
enough money to buy Williamwood, with a mortgage, 
about 10 years ago. They bought it because of its varied 
and mature habitats and its potential, with a lot of “tender 
loving care”, to showcase both.

Why do you support nature friendly farming?

If nature-friendly farming were to become the norm, 
instead of the exception, we would have a countryside 
bursting with bio-diversity, at the same time as being in 
full production and we would leave a legacy which our 
successors deserve and for which they would thank us. 
Time is not on our side but better late than never.

What nature friendly farming approaches have you 
implemented on your farm?

The results from our efforts with hedge planting, pond 
creation, nest boxes, predator control and habitat 
management which respects breeding birds and 
wildflowers are exciting but probably little more than a taste 
of the full potential. Tree sparrows, otters, red squirrels, 
lapwings, curlews, snipe, woodpeckers and brown hares 
are just a few of the species that are flourishing because 
of our measures. 

What role do you see farmers playing in protecting 
nature?

I believe that farmers have a huge responsibility to 
nurture the countryside and its flora and fauna for future 
generations from all walks of life, not just our immediate 
families. 

We are uniquely placed to discharge that burden of trust 
but it requires sustained effort, expertise and expense 
which not all farmers are in a position to provide, especially 
in difficult economic and weather-related conditions. 

Why does nature friendly farming need government 
support?

In the absence of market support, greater support from the 
Government is essential if more farmers are to “step up to 
the plate”. 

Individual, isolated farmers, however enlightened and 
motivated they might be, can only do so much on their 
individual farms. Support which facilitates linkages 
between farms and begins to “join up the dots” across 
the country could spread the benefits of nature-friendly 
farming like wildfire and be a compelling example of the 
whole being greater than the sum of the parts. 

Why is Brexit an important opportunity for nature 
friendly farming?

Brexit provides a seminal opportunity to kick-start that 
process and to foster a cultural revolution in the farming 
community in which nature-friendly farming is embraced 
with as much enthusiasm as livestock showing, big 
machinery and food production, rather than remaining as 
the poor relation and “Cinderella” of the industry. 

Failure to seize that opportunity would see nature-friendly 
farming further relegated to a fringe activity carried out 
against the odds, by the few, with diminishing localised 
impact.

What’s the biggest threat to British farmers post 
Brexit?

In the interests of those who come after us, this is a fight 
we cannot afford to lose. We need to turn the tide and 
we need Government help to do that. It is not clever to 
be-little or snigger at nature-friendly farming as a minority 
sport for well-meaning eccentrics. For example, if we and 
our neighbours here did not keep trapping grey squirrels, 
there would soon be no red squirrels hereabouts. If we did 
not provide the right environment for tree sparrows, their 
numbers would continue to decline to perilous levels. 

Farmer Story

Michael Clarke
Williamwood Farm, Dumfriesshire, Scotland

Positive management measures which deliver public 
benefits require financial support and encouragement. 

What’s the value of bringing farmers together in the 
NFFN?

Nature-friendly farming is a way of life at Williamwood, 
born out of personal conviction that it is the responsible 
way to farm and reinforced by the economic imperative of 
our sustainable business model. 

The vision is of a profitable farm, bursting with a bio-
diversity which is attractive to visitors and wildlife alike. We 
need people to come to our cottages to fuel the economic 
engine which enables us to steward our bit of the British 
countryside to the best of our ability, with support from 
the Government, the RSPB, the Woodland Trust, the 
Red Squirrel Survival Trust and many other bodies and 
individuals who inspire and support our work here. 

We love to show our paying and non-paying visitors how 
their food can be produced to high welfare standards, 
using modern methods, in a countryside which harks back 
at least a generation, if not more. It is “work in progress” 
and there is much still to do but every day we do a little 
more, against a grand plan, to further the interests of 
nature-friendly farming.

Bring on the NFFN and let’s make sure this movement 
becomes central to policy and our future.

If nature-friendly farming were to become the 
norm, instead of the exception, we would have a 

countryside bursting with bio-diversity, at the same 
time as being in full production.

Michael Clarke, Williamwood Farm 
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Cirl Buntings
Cirl buntings were one of Britain’s most threatened 
farmland birds but reached a major milestone in its 
recovery from the brink of extinction. 

In 2016, a nationwide survey showed the UK 
population of the cirl bunting – a small, finch-like bird 
– has reached 1,078 pairs after numbering just 118 
in 1989.

The dramatic rise is the result of a 25-year project 
recovery programme between the RSPB, Natural 
England and local farmers in the south-west of 
England to help manage their land in order to provide 
year-round food supplies and habitat for the cirl 
bunting.

Corncrake
This rare bird saw big increases thanks to project work 
with farmers. It will be crucial to ensure that funding 
remains in place to support this vital management 
post brexit.

Stone Curlew
Stone Curlew conservation in this country has a 50-
year history at least. Over the past three decades 
the species has been supported on specially 
created nature reserves, by caring farmers and paid 
conservation staff, and the number of nesting pairs 
rose from just 129 in 1988 to 350 in 2008. 

The key target of the EU LIFE+ project, set up in 
2012, was to achieve a sustainable population of 400 
pairs. It aimed to boost the amount of safe nesting 
habitat by offering landmanagement advice, and to 
generate even more support from local communities.

CAMEO Project
CAMEO project provides examples of water 
companies, rivers trusts and farmers working to 
reduce silt pollution of water courses.

Upstream Thinking
Upstream thinking in the South West is a partnership 
project helping to deliver multiple benefits through 
changes in land management. Farmers across the 
South West are recognising that the land they farm 
provides multiple services for society, including 
clean water, and they are investing time and money 
in measures like these that will help protect water 
sources for the future.

Marsh Fritillary
Agri-environment schemes have played a major role 
in the conservation of the Marsh Fritillary across the 
Dorset habitat networks.  Between 1990 and 2010 the 
Marsh Fritillary increased in abundance by 278%.  A 
stronger response was observed on chalk grassland 
sites specifically, where suitable grazing through 
ESA management resulted in a 750% increase over 
14 years.

Thorney Farmland Bird Friendly Area 
Fourteen farmers from this area have come together 
to implement wildlife friendly practices on their farms. 

Nottinghamshire Farmer Richard Thomas
The Woodland Trust have been working with 
Nottinghamshire farmer Richard Thomas to reduce 
soil erosion on his farm through planting shelter belts. 
The shelter belts will perform two functions. Firstly, 
they will protect soil and crops against the impact 
of intense rainfall by providing deeper rooting trees. 
Additional organic matter from leaf litter will improve 
soil stability and structure enabling surface water 
runoff to percolate into the soil rather than pour off 
the land. Secondly, the trees and shrubs will act as 
a barrier against the wind, buffering the land against 
strong gusts.

Finally, the new trees at Haywood Oaks Farm make 
a powerful statement to the neighbouring community 
about the farm’s commitment to the environment, 
to wildlife and to the local area. For Richard, James 
and Andrew, it’s a low cost way to future-proof every 
aspect of their arable farming. 

Success Stories
The SCAMP Project
The SCAMP project is an excellent example of 
farmers working with a Utility Company and other 
partners to deliver more sustainable farming benefits 
for wildlife, water quality and flood risk.

Twite
Twite are a hardy, reclusive species living in bleak 
and often remote moorland areas. They are easiest 
to see on the North West coast of Scotland where 
they are still relatively abundant, but here in England, 
twite are in trouble.  South of the border, they are 
mainly found in the South Pennines and even there, 
they are struggling.   

A few years ago a recovery project was set up in the 
South Pennines, sowing and restoring wildflower 
meadows so that they would have something to eat 
whenever they needed it. With the considerable help 
of around 70 farmers and landowners in the South 
Pennines, 360 hectares (around 500 football pitches) 
of hay meadows have been restored since 2010. 

Thanks to these efforts twite now have a food source 
throughout their breeding season.  Furthermore, 
they have ample nesting habitat on the moors and 
plenty of water to drink. Work continues to try and 
turn around the fortunes of these under-loved birds.

Sheepdrove Farm
Sheepdrove Farm aspires to continually improve its 
environmental management. Their on farm reedbed 
treats all the on farm waste reducing pollution. Farner 
Richard Morris has recently become manager at 
this farm and is on the NFFN steering group.  In his 
previous post at Wimpole  Farm NT farmer Richard 
Morris worked hard to increase the amount of organic 
matter within the soils to improve future yields and 
reduce their climate change impact.

Whitehall Farm
Stephen and Lynn Briggs are tenant farmers at 
Whitehall Farm in Cambridgeshire. They have 
integrated trees into their wheat, barley, clover and 
vegetable-producing business, establishing the 
largest agroforestry system in the UK.  Stephen says: 
“It has delivered everything we wanted. It’s making 
us more income and delivering soil protection and 
biodiversity benefits. There is a lot of talk about cover 
crops at the moment. Trees are the ultimate cover 
crop because you don’t have to plant them each 
year.’’

Cumbria Farmers Paul and Nic Renison
In Cumbria Farmers Paul and Nic Renison use mob 
grazing techniques to improve the productivity of 
their farm. They have been planting new trees and 
hedges across their farm to increase shelter for their 
flock and to reduce lamb loss.

High Brown Fritillary
The critically endangered High Brown Fritillary 
experienced its best season in 2014 since 2004 with 
numbers increasing by more than 180% compared 
to 2013. 

Butterfly Conservation
Butterfly Conservation has worked closely with 
farmers and landowners to deliver the optimal 
management through agri-environment scheme.

Success Stories

We need support for the work that we do to 
address climate change, protect wildlife, ensure 
clean water and connect with the public.  And 

we need help in promoting unique British 
produce, demonstrating the benefits for the 
landscape, wildlife and people, as well as 

providing nourishing food.

Sorcha Lewis, Troedrhiwdrain Farm
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Manifesto
The landscape in the UK is shaped by farming. Yet not all change in recent 
times has been desirable; soils have been depleted, water courses degraded 
and nature has struggled to cope with the pace of change. We have seen 
declines in over 600 farmland species over the last 50 years. 

However, many farms are bucking this trend. Soils are being restored, nature 
is thriving and if more follow this lead we can reverse these declines. With over 
70% of the UK being farmland, we need to act now to deliver for wildlife at a 
landscape scale.

This manifesto seeks to unite the many farmers who are passionate about 
wildlife and sustainable farming by providing a collective way forward: creating 
a nature friendly farming network.

Our network will engender a strong community which will provide a strong 
voice for sustainable nature friendly farming:

• We believe agriculture needs to be profitable and sustainable, and farmers 
should receive adequate payments for undertaking environmental and 
nature friendly activities.

• We are committed to demonstrate to the wider public what farmers can do 
for wildlife, whilst still producing plentiful quality produce.

• We will seek to build markets for nature friendly farming products.

• We will encourage transparency in food supply chains to allow people to 
make informed sustainable food choices.

• We will demonstrate to decision makers the value of sustainable nature 
friendly farming to ensure there is support within government and the 
supply chain.

• We are committed to securing farming policies that support wildlife, 
sustainable agriculture and fairness for farmers.

• We will work to end damaging policies and practices and secure the multiple 
benefits of sustainable nature friendly farming.

• We will build a knowledge base, share research and offer advice, support, 
and training.

• We will explore innovative and improved ways of achieving agronomic, 
environmental and social benefits, whilst retaining valued aspects of 
tradition.

Be part of the solution. 
Act now and join the farming movement for positive policy change 

in support of nature and sustainable farming.

Join the Nature Friendly Farming Network and 
make a positive difference today

@NFFNUK

#NatureFriendlyFarming

Supporters

www.nffn.org.uk

http://twitter.com/nffnuk
https://www.nffn.org.uk/farmer-sign-up/
http://twitter.com/nffnuk

